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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 127 

would seem as if the time was fast coming when we must have our own 
books wh lly independent of Westminster Hall, books adapted to our own 
atmosphere, prepared by American jurists for American lawyers. The 
statutory changes in England have so modified the common law that Eng- 
lish treatises have ceased to command the study once given to them, and 
the profession eagerly seek American annotations and original books. So 
far as a good law dictionary is concerned, this want is fully supplied by the 
learned labors of the late Judge Bouvier, who has passed from among us 
recently, but left enduring monuments of his industry, skill, and profes- 
sional learning. 



The Most Material Parts or Kent's Commentaries Reduced to Questions and 
Answers. By John C. Devereux, Counsellor at Law. New York : Published 
by Dewitt & Blood. 1860. pp. 418. 

We have no very high opinion of books which are intended as " lifts to 
the lazy." Law is not to be studied by questions and answers, by abstracts 
and compendiums, by analyses and digests. It can only be acquired 
by systematic and careful and continued study of the great text 
books and leading cases themselves. While we make these remarks— 
because, as matter of principle, we will not delude the student into a 

notion that he can conquer jurisprudence in any cheap and easy method 

we don't mean to deny that works such as the one before us may have 
their value. It is not against their use that we protest, but against their 
abuse ; it is not against them for such aid as they give, but against them 
because they leave so much ungiven ; because they are fragmentary, and, 
in the nature of things, incomplete, and cannot be otherwise. It is, how- 
ever, due to the learned compiler of this compendium to say, that after 
an examination of his book, we feel bound to approve what he has done; 
we complain only of what is left undone; because, from necessity, in all 
such compilations it must be left undone. If any student is content with 
a system of questions and answers upon a great work like Kent's Com- 
mentaries, he has it here as complete as any such volume can be made ; 
but if he supposes that when he has mastered every answer and every 
question propounded by the .author, he has conquered the Commentaries, 
and is master of American law, he will not travel far in his professional 
career before he will find his error. We commend the questions and 
answers, but we say most emphatically, " petere forties," read the Commen- 
taries themselves, and conquer their profound and luminous pages as the 
great master left them. 



